
April 30, 2009

In Moving Ahead: A Memo from the Officers of the HUC-JIR
Graduate Student Association of the School of Graduate Studies in Cincinnati

Dear Ms. Barbara Friedman, Rabbi Dr. David Ellenson, and the Board of Governors,

The officers of the Graduate Student Association of the School of Graduate Studies in Cincinnati as 
representatives of the current student body wish to thank you for making it a priority to discuss the 
questions, suggestions, and concerns of the student body through Friday’s video conference. We 
recognize that there have been significant demands upon your time this week. We respond warmly to 
your initiative to communicate with students, and we come to you with equal commitment to support 
the decision making process by articulating our sentiments at this time. We deeply appreciate 
everything you are doing for the sake of the College-Institute.

The purpose of this memo is to state some of our strongest convictions succinctly and explicitly in 
service to you regarding the upcoming decisions. Our fundamental message is twofold: 1) The 
officers of the Graduate Student Association seek to realize the emergence of the best possible HUC-
JIR as the restructuring and reformulation process moves ahead and 2) we resolutely contend that the 
merits of the Cincinnati campus and the School of Graduate Studies recommend these two entities as 
irreplaceable components of the College-Institute in the coming decades. In other words, to refocus 
the Cincinnati branch and to utilize it for all it is worth results in a stronger and more innovative 
HUC-JIR than any scenario that disregards Cincinnati’s invaluable assets. We believe in the mission 
of the College-Institute and affirm that we must take every step necessary to ensure the success of its 
purpose in the future.

Therefore, we are singularly convinced:

Alongside President Rabbi Ellenson and all supporters of HUC-JIR, that
• the “values and visions” of HUC-JIR throughout its history “must remain at the heart of our 

decision making process.”  

Alongside graduate alumni and all supporters of the School of Graduate Studies, that
• the School of Graduate Studies is an integral part of HUC-JIR without which the published 

mission statement of the College-Institute could not be achieved.
• the vital resources which currently enable the graduate school to build upon its acclaimed 

reputation include the Klau Library, the American Jewish Archives, distinguished faculty, and 
the immediate presence of the Rabbinic School and its students.



• an educational center based in Cininnati can expand to accommodate a wide spectrum of 
educational programs which HUC-JIR currently offers regionally. Certain alumni have already 
articulated similar models which have been successfully employed elsewhere.

Alongside the Cincinnati based faculty who have represented us in previous meetings and all who 
recognize the value of Cincinnati’s campus, that
• the financial advantages to individuals and to many HUC-JIR programs based at this location 

cannot be matched. According to a highly reliable indicator of the average cost of living, the 
statistics are undeniable: with the national average weighted at 100%, then New York 
(Manhattan) = 219.8%, Los Angeles = 147.7%, and Cincinnati = 92.6%.1  

• affirming HUC-JIR’s relationship with the Union of Reform Judaism by making the fullest use 
of the Cincinnati campus will allow the College-Institute to operate with increased flexibility in 
future endeavors.

Alongside the students of the Rabbinic School in Cincinnati, that
• the regular opportunities to pursue our education in the current interfaith atmosphere is 

indispensable. The graduate students greatly appreciate this dynamic and view it as a crucial part 
our eduction. The ability to learn from one another in this fashion is unparalleled.

• the unique community environment that characterizes this academic setting is invaluable.

Alongside members of the four HUC-JIR campuses, that
• it is imperative for each individual and program to work diligently toward our common causes. 

In Cincinnati we seek the benefit of the College-Institute as a whole, and as student leaders you 
have our commitment to do everything we can to serve our school. 

With our deepest gratitude for your committed service,

Andrew Pfeiffer
GSA President

Young Bok Kim
GSA Vice President

Sarah Dorsey
GSA Secretary

Matthew Semler
GSA Treasurer/ RSA Representative

Cc: Kenneth Ehrlich, Richard Sarason, Samuel Joseph, Barry Kogan, Samuel Greengus, James Bowley

1 These 2008 figures by the Council for Community and Economic Research (www.coli.org) can be 
verified at www.lafayettechamber.com/PDF%20Forms/COLI2008Q4.pdf


